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EDITORIAL 

 

 Heartiest season’s greetings to all of our 
 Readers 

   We hope you all have a fabulous time in celebrating 
 This time of year and a wish that the year 2010  

Is very healthy, happy and prosperous for you all! 
 

The specific intent of this newsletter is to advise our members that the National Committee approved at its 2
nd

 December, 

2009 meeting to proceed with the 2010 National Reunion in the Queensland Sunshine Coast! 

 
In this newsletter you will find:- 

     Preliminary details of the 2010 National Reunion 

  An outline of the 2010 National Reunion planning target dates by which full reunion details with costs will be issued 

  The dates by which 2010 National Reunion individual bookings are to be made and full payments will be required to 

be paid 

  Other incidental matters relevant to the 2010 National Reunion 

  Brief notes on the sad loss of a number of our colleagues 

  News from some of our groups 

  Some items of general interest 

 

We can always find a comment to make about the weather in this diverse and huge continent of Australia. At the moment 

we have areas in serious drought, floods in other areas, bushfires elsewhere and cyclones developing in the Kinberleys! It 

is indeed a land of contrasts! In South Australia we still have a mixed bag of tricks; the Adelaide reservoirs are sitting at a 

healthy level; the Murray River system is not feeling too well with the lower lakes and the Coorong needing ―Intensive 

Care‖ to enable them to survive. 
 

Some farmers in South Australia have had bumper crops whilst others lost heavily in an unexpected November heat wave, 

the likes of which had not been experienced since 1897! That is within the knowledge of European records in South 

Australia. 

 

In Europe and Northern America they are experiencing massive snowstorms (doesn‘t sound much like Global Warming) 

with exceptionally low temperatures bringing transport operations into chaos. This is having a profound effect on people‘s 

festive season travel plans. 

 

46,000 people gathered in Copenhagen to resolve Global Warming/Climate Change problems with an intent to devise a 

plan to overcome/limit the problems! Maybe there were 45,000 too many people there waffling and running up their 

expense accounts! There doesn‘t seem to have been any substantial outcome arising from the talkfest, although, we assume 

that Copenhagen‘s local economy will have had a great boost! 

 

Ah, well back to the Radio Mechanic theme – we have more control over that! 
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THE 10
TH

 

NATIONAL 

REUNION  
At the National Committee 

Meeting held on 2
nd

 December, 

2009 the results of the assessment of the returned Survey 

Forms submitted to all of our members was examined 

and discussed. 

 

The National Committee agreed that there was sufficient 

support from our members to proceed with planning for 

our 10
th
 National Reunion to be held in Maroochydore, 

Sunshine Coast at the end of October, 2010. 

 

Our assessment of returned Survey Forms was that we 

should plan for attendance numbers similar to the 2008 

Canberra Reunion but be very mindful that we could 

have more attendees similar to those at the 2004 

Caloundra Reunion. So, reunion core event venues will 

be selected on the basis of being able to cater for greater 

numbers. 

 

One outcome from the Reunion Survey was that a 

significant number of indicated attendees stated that they 

would indulge in DIY activities. This was interpreted 

that attendees would appreciate some more organised 

events above that in the Proposed 10
th
 National Reunion 

outlined in Newsletter No. 69. The Reunion Committee 

will take this into account when finalising the reunion 

programme! 

 

At this time we advise the following 10
th

 National 

Reunion proposed details:- 
 

Friday, 29
th

 October, 2010 

    Registration/Collection of information package 

    Meet and Greet – drinks and finger food 

Saturday, 30
th

 October, 2010 

    Official Dinner – an evening event with a Guest 

Speaker. 

Sunday, 31
st
 October, 2010 

    A BBQ get-together 

Monday, 1
st
 November, 2010 

     Under Reunion Committee consideration – could be 

organised tours. 

Tuesday, 2
nd

 November, 2010 

  Being Melbourne Cup Day – consideration would 

need to be given to a Melbourne Cup activity! 

 Tours/Attractions 

 It is proposed that local tours/attractions will be 

included in the program and available throughout the 

reunion. 

  D.I.Y. Tours 

A list of local tours/attractions is intended to be 

compiled so that attendees who wish to combine the 

Reunion with an extended stay will be able to 

arrange some activities to make their visit more 

enjoyable. 

 

  Accommodation 

The Reunion Committee will negotiate favourable 

rates with ―preferred accommodation‖ for Reunion 

attendees. However, in the end, attendees will be 

required to make their own accommodation bookings 

and make the payment directly to the accommodation 

management for their period of booking. 

  Transport 

Transport to and from the Reunion will be the 

responsibility of the attendees. The Reunion 

Committee will endeavour to identify the available 

transport serving the Reunion locality and this 

information would be promulgated in say Newsletter 

No. 71 expected to be datelined 31
st
 March 2010. 

Any necessary transport associated with Reunion 

events will be organised by the Reunion Committee 

and costs will be shown on the Reunion Booking 

Sheets.  

 

The planning process we foresee at this time is that the 

Reunion Committee will have finalised the Reunion 

Programme by early March, 2010 and have determined 

costing associated with each event. 

 

Newsletter No. 71 will be datelined 31
st
 March, 2010 

and will include the final, full 10
th

 National Reunion 

Programme, together with Booking Sheets including 

each event cost. 

 

It is intended that Newsletter No. 72 will be datelined 

30
th
 June, 2010 and this newsletter would contain any 

necessary Reunion update information. 

 

Booking Sheets would need to be submitted no later 

than 30
th

 June, 2010 together with full payment. 

 

We will advise, in due course, a date by which attendees 

may cancel their booking and receive a full refund. That 

date of course will be affected by contractual 

arrangements that the Reunion Committee have to enter 

into. 

 

The Reunion Committee reserves its right to cancel any 

or all events should this become necessary to do so for 

any reason. 

 

Our 2010 National Reunion Committee is comprised 

of:- 

 

 Ron Hobba - Chairman 

 John Macartney - Deputy Chairman 

 John Bannister - Treasurer 

 Bill Grant - Committeeman 

 Dave Edwards - Committeeman 

 

Additional support will be provided by John and Moira 

Saywell. 

 

Others may be added to the above Committee if the need 

arises. 
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!  
We have regularly asked for volunteers to step forward 

to take over the running of the Association. So far we 

have not been stampeded by volunteers! As a result of 

Newsletter No. 69 pleas we did however get a small 

number of volunteers to help in various ways and we do 

thank those people for offering assistance. 

 

 Bill Taylor of Slade Point, Qld, has offered to assist 

the Qld Committee. 

 Ros Crawley has offered to take an active role in the 

 ACT 

 Norman Holden in South Australia has offered to 

 assist the South Australian Committee. 

 Jan Akeroyd in South Australia has offered to assist 

 the South Australian Committee. 

 

We are very grateful for these offers of assistance and 

we will contact those volunteers shortly to discuss 

further details. 

 

However, we still need volunteers to take over the 

National Committee roles in entirety and a number of 

vacant State/Territory Convenor and Deputy Convenor 

roles. 

 

Please volunteer and ensure the future of the 

Association – it surely is worthwhile! 

 

Please discuss this request for volunteers with your 

mates and contact John Saywell –  

Telephone: (08) 8344 1554 or  

Email: jssaywell@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS 
Since our last newsletter we have received donations 

from those named below:- 

 

John Adam, Norm Allinson, Peter Batchelor,  

Bill Davies, Jack Duperouzel, Vi Hare, Mal Hill, 

Ailsa Holman, Allen Huett, Tom Lalley, Bob Linton, 

Isabel Mackenzie, Jack McLean, Dan O’Keeffe,  

Tom Palmer, Ian Shackleton, Bill Stevens and  

Col Whale. 
      

Thank you everyone for your generosity, it is very 

much appreciated. 
 
We keep our costs to an absolute minimum with our 

volunteer organisation bearing personally a measure of 

the running expenses.  For this we are grateful for their 

dedication and generosity. 

 

ADDRESS 

CHANGES/CORRECTIONS

/ ADDITIONS 
When advising of your address changes it is of great 

assistance to us if you also advise of changes to your 

telephone/fax/mobile telephone/e-mail addresses as well 

- if not known initially then please let us know as soon 

as possible.  It all helps to make life a little easier! 

Recent changes/additions of address notified to us are:- 
 

Les Figg – has moved from the USA back to home town 

Flinders Park, Adelaide. 

Margaret Mangan –has moved from Burwood to 

Clayton South in Victoria 

Kevin Mills – has moved from Blairgowrie to Elwood 

in Victoria 

Keith Tayor – moved from Castle Hill in NSW to 

Tamworth,  NSW. 

Geoff Tucker – moved from Encounter Bay to Cambrai 

in South Australia 

Dick Withers – has had a big move from Magill North, 

SA to Berwick in Victoria. 

 

Please keep us informed of your changes of addresses, 

and also update us with your telephone numbers, Fax 

and Email etc. If you note any incorrect details on our 

mailing labels please inform John Saywell. 

 

MAIL  RETURNED/NON DELIVERY 
Unfortunately a number of Newsletter mailouts are 

returned for a variety of reasons.  Sometimes this is 

simply because the addressee has overlooked informing 

us of a change of address. On other occasions it has 

more ominous overtones—we are always concerned if 

we are unable to determine the reason behind the return 

of mail.  So, please keep us informed of address 

changes.  We will welcome any help in locating or 

learning more about the people subject to mail returns. 
   

We had five ―mail returns‖ from the Newsletter No. 69 

mail out.  
 

Peter Batchelor ―Left Address/Unknown‖ Peter a 

 WW2 HO Radio Mechanic had  been 

 listed as a ―New Find‖ in Newsletter 

 No. 69! Peter‘s address  was in 

 Ekibin, Qld. Have resolved this one! 

Noel Elliott ―Left Address‖. Noel was an FND 

―L‖ School REM era and was in 

Bundanoon, NSW.  

Phil Hannan ―Not at address‖. Phil was an ex FND 

‗L‘ School REM and was located in 

Parafield Gardens, SA. 

Ken Holmes ―Left Address‖. Ken Holmes was 

also from the FND ‗L‘ School era 

and was in Tieri, Qld. 

Walter (Spud) Murphy      ―Not at this address‖. 

Walter was from the ―Torrens‖ Radio 

Mechanic era and was living in 

Helensvale, Qld. 
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NEW FINDS 
We are always pleased to advise of some ―New Finds‖ 

and we welcome them ―back to the fold‖ and hope they 

will enjoy the renewed contact with old mates. 
 

Leon Trevor Semler - served in the RAN from 28
th

 

July, 1958 to 9
th
 June, 1964 with O/No. R54603. 

Initially completed his technical training at the FND ‗L‘ 

School becoming an Electrical Mechanic (Air). In May, 

1960 Leon was re-categorised as a Radio Electrical 

Mechanic (Air) 1
st
 Class. A ―Title Change‖ on 1

st
 

January, 1964 meant that Leon was then an Electrical 

Mechanic Air Communications i.e. EMAC. 

 

Ian Gilmour Scott – is currently living in Wellington, 

New Zealand. 

 

Ian served in the Royal Australian Naval Reserve during 

WW2 from 12
th

 January, 1945 until he was Demobilised 

on 12
th
 February, 1947. His O/No. was F5621 during 

this service. 

 

Initially Ian served as an Ordinary Seaman until being 

selected for Radio Mechanic technical training at the 

RAN Radio School then located at HMAS Watson, 

South Head, Sydney. At that time comprehensive Radio 

Mechanic technical courses were being conducted at 

HMAS Watson. 

 

We are yet to obtain further details from Ian. 
  

We are following up on a number of leads that should 

locate more of our “missing” Radio Mechanics. 
 
 

Please, any of our readers, if you are able to provide 

contact addresses, leads, names, preferably with given 

names/initials of “ex Radio Mechanics” please pass this 

information on to John Saywell - his contact details can be 

found at the head and tail of this newsletter.  In the end, we 

will respect anyone‟s wish as to whether or not they choose 

to be involved with us - we simply want to be able to make 

them aware that „we‟ exist! 

 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

It is with regret we report the sad 

passing of a number of our colleagues: 

 

 Walter Maxwell (Max) Arnold, on 16
th
 July, 2009, 

at age 88 years whilst in hospital having had a stroke. 

Max served in the Australian Armed Forces during 

WW2, initially with the Army (Signals) in 1939 

where he was a Corporal with Army Number 

S15976. He then joined the Royal Australian Naval 

Volunteer Reserve as a Telegraphist on 10
th
 

February, 1942 and was allocated O/No. PA/V50. In 

May, 1942 Max was selected for Radio Mechanic 

Technical Training – he was already fully qualified 

in ―Civvy Street‖! On completion of his training at 

the Melbourne Technical College he was transferred 

to the Permanent RAN for ―Hostilities Only‖ service 

and then was given O/No. 26225 and became a 

Leading Wireless Mechanic on 21
st
 November, 1942. 

He was then trained in RDF (radar) technicalities at 

the RAN Radio School, South Head, Sydney. 

 

 Next Max was dispatched to England to join the 

Commissioning Crew of HMAS Shropshire (cruiser) 

in which he served until 20
th
 November, 1944. Max 

had become a Petty Officer Radio Mechanic by this 

time following a Branch Name change from Wireless 

Mechanic Branch to Radio Mechanic Branch.  

 

Post WW2 Max worked for a time in the RAN Radar 

Laboratory at Liechhardt, Sydney then in the 

Broadcast Station Industry followed by 19 years in 

the Industrial Electronics/Electronic Control industry 

in Sydney. 

 

Max‘s funeral service was held in the South Chapel 

of the Northern Suburbs Crematorium on 

Wednesday, 29
th
 July, 2009. 

 

 Robert Edward Norman Geale – known 

affectionately to all as ―Windy‖ was born in 

Welland, Canada on 19
th

 March, 1925 and was 

deceased in Nowra, NSW on Sunday, 6
th
 December, 

2009 at age 84 years. 

 

During WW2 ―Windy‖ served in the Royal Navy as 

a Telegraphist Air Gunner and maintained his own 

airborne radio equipment; as such he was a ―Radio 

Mechanic‖. Later, ―Windy‖ married Kathleen (Kit) 

Ryall who was a WREN Radio Mechanic (Air). 

 

Subsequently, ―Windy‖ served in the Royal 

Canadian Navy Fleet Air Arm and later still he 

joined the Royal Australian Navy and served in its 

Fleet Air Arm. ―Windy‖ became a Lieutenant 

Commander. 

 

In recent years ―Windy‖ was very active in support 

of the Fleet Air Arm Museum at Nowra where he 

was a Curator and Historian. 

 

Windy was awarded Life Membership of the Fleet 

Air Arm Association of Australia at their Federal 

Council Meeting in October, 2009 in recognition of 

his work. However, sadly, Windy was not well 

enough to personally accept the award. Windy had a 

wealth of knowledge on Naval Aviation matters and 

was a friend to many! 

 

A memorial service for ―Windy‖ was conducted at 

the Fleet Air Arm Museum on Wednesday, 9
th
 

December, 2009 followed by a private burial service 

at the Cambewarra Cemetery.  
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 Valerie Joy Gleeson – sadly we report that Valerie 

passed away in hospital at Palmyra WA on 16
th
 

December, 2009 after a courageous battle with 

cancer lasting some 13 months. Valerie was the wife 

of Kevin Gleeson who referred to Val as his best 

mate for nearly 60 years. 

 

A Mass of Celebration of Valerie‘s life was held at 

Our Lady of Fatima Church, Foss Street, Palmyra, 

WA on 21
st
 December, 2009 followed by a burial 

service at the Fremantle Cemetery. May she rest in 

peace. 

 

 John Brian Hemming – on 31
st
 October, 2009 at 

 home, in Cardigan, Wales at age 75 years. John 

joined the Royal Navy in 1952 and was a Radio 

Electricians Mate (Air) with O/No. L/S FX893559. 

He then served ―On Loan to RAN‖ from 15
th
 

November, 1955 for 2 ½ years and was allocated 

O/No. A41598; during this loan service his Official 

Number was changed to R88043! John was promoted 

to A/Leading Radio Electrical Mechanic (Air) on 30
th
 

November, 1956 and reverted to the Royal Navy as 

from 21
st
 May, 1958. 

 

John had battled lung cancer prior to his decease. 

 

 W.J.D. Purich – we noted in the latest issue of the 

NSW RSL Reveille ‗Last Post‘ listed an REM 

W.J.D. Purich with O/No. of 90146. We do not have 

him on our ―books‖ and have no further information. 

Does anyone know of him? 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the families. 

Lest we forget! 

 
 

 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 

GROUP NEWS  
26 Degrees with a faint breeze blowing 

across the Swan River provided the perfect setting for 

thirty one good folk to gather at the Swan Yacht Club 

for another sumptuous lunch, a chat with mates and to 

take home a door prize. 
 

Those present were:  Colin & Bev Benporath, Artie 

Boyd, John & Judith Cleary, Norma Devreaux,  Reg, 

Margaret & Lee Doran, Jack & Jenny Duperouzel, Brian 

& Jill Evans, Bob Flett, Max & Eileen Garth, Allen & 

Elaine Hoskins, Roy Jewell, Steve & Margaret 

Llewellin, Betty Marshall, Denis & Maree Norriss, Jim 

and Maree Preston, Vic & Gwenda Rann, Ron & 

Barbara Rowe, Alan & Ophelia Watzko. 
 

Apologies were received from: Wendy Ward, Don & 

Barbara Duncan, Kev & Val Gleeson, Trevor & Jan 

Leggo, Bill McAllister, Diedrie Macnish, Ross & 

Heather Hewitt, Keith & Doris Taylor. 

The Leggos have been away o/s again.   Arrived home 

too late to attend – welcome home Jan and Trevor.  We 

have missed the Duncans lately but understand toil must 

come first. The Hewitts have repaired to country 

Bridgetown so it is rare we will see them, Denis & 

Maree Norriss have sold up to take the ―Grey Nomad‖ 

pledge so we will miss them also. 
 

Betty Marshall broke her leg some months ago and has 

had another spell in hospital to have further repairs.   I 

understand she had some ―screws loose‖ which needed 

tightening.  It all adds up to being quiet an ordeal when 

one reaches maturity. 
 

Thanks to the many folk who brought along a gift to add 

to the door prizes and a special thanks to Jenny 

Duperouzel who decorated the tables with her rosemary.   

Very thoughtful! 
 

Thanks also to the chefs – Denis and Maree Norriss who 

did an outstanding job.   We are yet to have a bad steak 

at SYC. 
 

There were fourteen door prizes so nearly everybody 

went home with something winding up our Luncheons 

for 2009.   We hope everybody has a Happy Festive 

Season and enjoy good health during the entire New 

Year. 
 

Luncheon dates for 2010 will be advised as soon as new 

arrangements are completed.   Please keep in touch and 

advise us if anybody is ill, you change your home or 

email address.   Gossip will be treated strictly 

confidential – until the next newsletter. 

 

Vic Rann – Tel: 08 9354 5529 or email 

vicandgwen@optusnet.com.au 

Ron Rowe – Tel: 08 9295 0851 or email 

rower@tadaust.org.au 

 

 

 

 SA/NT GROUP NEWS 

The SA/NT Group had another very successful 

Luncheon on Sunday, 22
nd

 November, 2009 at the 

Hampstead Hotel, Collinswood. There was much 

conversation whilst catching up with each other‘s news. 

Present were: 
 

Ron & Janice Akeroyd, John Bannister, Ken & Jo 

Bryant, Michael & Kathleen Cain & Mum, Pat & 

Julie Delavia, Isobel Downie, Nadean Egan, Sylvia 

Fielding, Alison Kerr, Chris & Doris Lambert, Glen 

Lewis, Archie McArthur, Tom & Dulcie Palmer, Bill 

Russack, John & Moira Saywell, Greg Sharp, Colin 

& Nan Shillabeer, Bill & Margaret Stevens. 

 

Last minute cancellations were received from Joan 

& Kevin Bonney and Val & Brian Sweeney. 
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Other Apologies were received from:- 

 Joy Bannister, John Bolton, Sheila Campbell & Ron 

Hill, Thelma Cunneen, Dick & Bev Hamson, Gil & 

Laura Harrington,  Barbara Lewis, Sid & Joan 

May, Andy Palm, Phil & Shirley Sullivan and Myra 

Tindal. 
 

Our thoughts and wishes are sent to those who are not 

enjoying the best of health at this time. 
 

Convenor:  Kevin Bonney (08) 8337 3051  

    John Saywell   (08) 8344 1554 

 

 

 

QUEENSLAND GROUP NEWS 
Ron Hobba and John Macartney have been very busy 

investigating venues, accommodation and 

tours/attractions etc. in the Queensland Sunshine Coast 

with regard to our 10
th
 National Reunion in October, 

2010. 

Contacts:  

Convenor:  Ron Hobba 

 7 Bloomfield Place, Carina, Qld 4152 

 Tel. No. (07) 3843 2207 

 Email:   ronandfred@bigpond.com 

Deputy Convenor:  John Macartney 

 PO Box 689, Childers, Qld. 4660 

 Tel. No. (07) 4126 3445 

 Email:      jrmaca@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

NEW SOUTH WALES GROUP 

NEWS 

 

We have pleaded in the past for volunteers in NSW 

to step forward to assume the role of Group 

Convenor and Deputy Convenor, but, to date, not 

one volunteer! Please, “We Need You Now!” even 

more than ever. So, please volunteer to keep us on a 

steady course! 

 

Contacts:  George or Shirley Stevens: 

Tel. No: (02) 9456 4007 email: gws@pacific.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA/TASMANIA GROUP NEWS 
Our luncheon was held on 18

th
 November, 2009, at the 

Dandenong RSL.  Editor’s Note: Details awaited. 
 

 

Contacts:   

John Laughton, 36 Tamarisk Road, Narre Warren, Vic.  

3805. Tel. No. (03) 9704 7799; Mob. No. 0417 336 423; 

Email: johnfl@aapt.net.au   or 

Ian Shackleton, 254 Lawrence Rd, Mt. Waverley, Vic. 

3149.  Tel. No. (03) 9802 7694 

Mick George, 10 Bruce Street, Laverton, Vic. 3028 

Tel. No. 03 9369 5805; Mob No. 0401 853 319 

Email: rickgeorge@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

 

ACT GROUP 

NEWS 
Ros Crawley has volunteered to assist in the ACT 

Group. Thank you Ros. 
 

Contact: 

Convenor:  Jim Little, Tel. No. (02) 6288 7462 

                Email: jlittle@actewagl.net.au 

  

 

 

 

 

      

USA/CANADA GROUP NEWS 
Our USA/Canada Group Convenor, Les Figg has just 

returned to Australia and is settling into his new address 

in Flinders Park South Australia. 

 

We will need to find another contact in the USA. 

 

The Aussie Navy Vets in the USA have planned to hold 

a Meet and Greet in Atascadero, California over the 

Anzac Day weekend – Thursday, 22
nd

 April, 2010 to 

Sunday, 25
th
 April, 2010. They plan to hold an Anzac 

Day memorial service at the newly constructed ―Faces 

of Freedom‖ Veterans Memorial in Atascadero. Details 

can be found on website: 

www.aussienavyvetsusa.com 
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UK GROUP NEWS 
 

Contacts: 

Convenor:  Tommy Joyce, 16 Foxton Avenue,          

Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, U.K. NE32AR 

Telephone No. in the UK: 01912 843512 

Email: thomas.joyce@o2.co.uk 

Deputy Convenor:  Ted Strauss  

Telephone No. in the UK: 01453 542566 

Email:   ted_strauss@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

50 YEARS SERVICE TO 

AUSTRALIAN CRICKET 
 

Tom Palmer, one of our WW2 

Hostilities Only Radio Mechanics was 

recently awarded a prestigious gold 

medallion from Cricket Australia and the SA Cricket 

Association for 50 years service to cricket. Tom served 

at Club and State Level – scoring at SA matches against 

England and India in the 1960s and 1970s. 

 

Well done Tom and our heartiest congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

HMAS DIAMANTINA – MUSEUM SHIP, 

BRISBANE 
Col Whale one our Associate Members who was a 

Merchant Navy Radio/Radar Officer recently gave us an 

update on progress in restoration work in HMAS 

Diamantina, Museum Ship, Brisbane. In this work Col is 

being assisted, expertly, by an ex Kiwi, RNZN 

Telegraphist. Other radio/radar equipment has been 

installed and made operational. Col Whale sent us some 

photographs of Diamantina and things are looking very 

shipshape! 

 

Diamantina W/T Office operates under the HAM 

Callsign of VK4RAN; Col Whale operates under his 

Callsign of VK4CU. 

 

In a separate letter from Brian J. Berry, PO Box 823, 

Browns Plains, Qld.4118 we were notified that he had 

produced a DVD that provides a virtual tour of HMAS 

Diamantina. The DVD runs for approximately 32 

minutes and includes a 22 page booklet, with the DVD, 

that provides additional information about various 

aspects of Navy. The recommended retail price for the 

DVD is $34.95; we understand that the Queensland 

Maritime Museum have stocks of the DVDs; their 

address is PO Box 3098, South Brisbane, Qld. 4101. 

 

 

YOUR HEALTH 
Have you noticed the advances being made with stem 

cell research? Some of this research is mind-boggling! 

 

One such line of stem cell research relates to the repair 

of brains damaged by strokes using adult stem cells 

extracted from teeth. 

 

Associate Professor Simon Koblar, from the University 

of Adelaide and Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Adelaide, is 

leading a research project that suggests dental pulp stem 

cells may prove far more beneficial for brain repair than 

other stem cells! 

 

The research is showing that dental pulp stem cells had a 

natural ability to produce and repair neurons or nerve 

cells and are easily extracted. 

 

 

 

SICK BAY 
There are a number of our colleagues who have not been 

faring well of late and we send our special wishes for 

their well being and recovery. 
 

We wish all our colleagues who are on the “Sick List” 

a quick and full recovery; we are all thinking of you! 

 

 

A CORRECTION 
Ian Bentley drew to our attention that we had erred in 

Newsletter No. 69, Page 2 when we gave the Website 

address for SALT – we gave it as ending.assn.au 

whereas the correct address is:- 

SALT    www.salt.asn.au 

 

Our apologies for this error and thank you Ian for 

pointing this out. 

 

 

 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
For some years now there has been a newsletter, titled, 

―Radar Returns‖ (Signals & Echoes for RAAF Radar 

Veterans). This has been a very interesting and 

informative newsletter and concentrated largely on 

WW2 experiences, recording the history while it could 

still be gathered from ageing veterans. In recent times 

the newsletter became increasingly opened up to Post 

WW2 aspects. The newsletter relied on a small group of 

people. Through lack of volunteers the October, 2009 

newsletter will be the last ―Radar Returns‖ in the printed 
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form! ―Radar Returns‖ was originally launched by Peter 

Smith, an Ex RAAF Wing Commander and under his 

drive it continued until his untimely decease. Warren 

Mann, a WW2 RAAF veteran stepped in to keep ―Radar 

Returns‖ on the go; but age was not working in 

Warren‘s favour and due to the lack of younger 

volunteers (sounds familiar to us!) there will be no more 

―Radar Returns‖ in the printed form. 

 

However, Warren Mann has organised an operational 

Website: 

www.radarreturns.net.au 

in which it is hoped that the spirit of ―Radar Returns‖ 

will live on into the future. 

 

The site is now publicly available through the National 

Library of Australia and will be regularly updated by the 

Australian War Memorial (AWM). The Website has ten 

sections including the section titled, ―Newsletters‖ being 

an archive of all 40 issues of ―Radar Returns‖ from 1995 

to 2009. A comprehensive index is planned to assist 

future historical and genealogical researchers. 

 

Currently, a volunteer Web Manager/Editor  is being 

sought to assist Warren Mann (now in his upper 80s) 

and ultimately take over from him. 

 

We wish success to this very worthwhile venture! 

 

 

 

 

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 
We would appreciate learning of your Email address and 

any subsequent changes. Our current Email listing 

contains 321 addresses, whereas our Mailout List 

currently contains 602 addresses. So, please advise John 

Saywell of your current Email address/update. 
 

John‘s contact details are shown at the newsletter header 

and in the organisation contact details at the end of this 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NATIONAL ORGANISATION 

PRESIDENT:  

  John Saywell OAM (08) 8344 1554   

  Email: jssaywell@optusnet.com.au 

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

 George Stevens (02) 9456 4007    

  Email: gws@pacific.net.au 

 

TREASURER:  

 John Bannister (08) 8298 1855 

  Email: johnban@adam.com.au 

 

SECRETARY:   

 Moira Saywell 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: 

 Moira & John Saywell      As above 

 

CONVENORS & DEPUTIES: 

Qld:  Ron Hobba (07) 3843 2207 

  Email:      ronandfred@bigpond.com 

Deputy: John Macartney  (07) 4126 3445 

 Email jrmaca@bigpond.com 

 

NSW: George Stevens (02) 9456 4007    

  Email:  gws@pacific.net.au 

Deputy: Vacant  

 

Vic/Tas John Laughton (03) 9704 7799 

  Email           johnfl@aapt.net.au 

Deputies: Ian Shackleton (03) 9802 7694 

  Mick George (03) 9369 5605 

  Email: rickgeorge@optusnet.com.au 

 

A.C.T. Jim Little (02) 6288 7462 

  Email: jlittle@actewagl.net.au 

Deputy:  Vacant 

  
Sth Aust./N.T. 

  Kevin Bonney (08) 8337 3051 

Deputy: Michael Cain (08) 8536 4243 

  Email mrcain@adam.com.au 

 

WA  Ron Rowe (08) 9295 0851 

 Email:      rower@tadaust.org.au 

Deputy: Vic Rann (08) 9354 5529 

  Email: vicandgwen@optusnet.com.au 

 

U.K.  Tommy Joyce UK 01912 843512 

  Email: thomas.joyce@o2.co.uk 

Deputy: Ted Strauss UK 01453 542566 

  Email: ted_strauss@btinternet.com 

 

USA/Canada 

  Vacant:  


